AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 23, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 153

Introduced by Assembly Member Burke

March 9, 2016

Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 153—Rel ative to the California
Council on Science and Technology.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

ACR 153, as amended, Burke. California Council on Science and
Technology.
This measure would request the Callfornla Councn on Science and

. place an
emphasis on selecting fellows who are reflective of the state’ s diversity,
specifically regarding race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status.

Fiscal committee: no.
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WHEREAS, In 1988, through Assembly Concurrent Resolution
162, the Legidlature requested the President of the University of
California, in collaboration with the presidents of other
California-based universities, to establish the California Council
on Science and Technology (CCST) to ensure the state's
competitiveness in science and technology; and

WHEREAS, The CCST was directed to bring together experts
from academia, industry, and other research institutions in
Californiato provide impartial analyses on-setenee scientific and
technological issues affecting the State of California; an

thereforebeit

WHEREAS, The CCST recognized that scientific and
technological issues facing California rapidly grew in complexity
and required legislators to make decisions without having prior
background in science, engineering, or technology; and

WHEREAS In 2009, the CCST formed the California Science
and Technology Policy Fellowshipsto place professional scientists
and engineers in the California Sate Legidature for one-year
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appointments. These professional development opportunitiesenable
fellows to develop solutions to complex scientific and technical
issues; and

WHEREAS, After seven years in existence, there are 69 CCST
Science and Technology Fellows and alumni. All of the fellows
hold Ph.D.s. They have impacted more than 700 bills. Forty percent
of the fellows stay in the California Sate Legislature or state
agencies after their fellowships end; and

WHEREAS, California is undergoing a demographic shift that
makes it one of the most diverse states, evident in the fact that 75
percent of K-12 pupils are of color; and

WHEREAS It is imperative that the legidative process be
informed by scientists who are reflective of the state’s diversity in
order to foster inclusion and input necessary to address issues
that adversely impact growing communities of color, such as
climate change and achieving equity within California’s energy
sector; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate
thereof concurring, That the L egislaturereguests-within-eneyear
ef-the-effective-date-ofthis-resolution; requests the California
CounC|I on SC|ence and Technology to e&abl—rsh—aa—exeeuﬂve

pI ace an emphass on selectlng fellows Who are reflectlve of the
state’'s diversity, specifically regarding race, ethnicity, and
socioeconomic status; and beit further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies
of this resolution to the Governor, the President of the University
of California, and the Regents of the University of California.
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